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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 BUENOS 01304 171951Z 
ACTION EB-08 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-10 10-13 ISO-OO FEA-01 AGRE-00 CEA-01 
CIAE-00 COME-OO DODE-OO FRB-01 H-02 INR-07 INT-05 
L-03 LAB-04 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 AID-05 CIEP-02 SS-15 
STR-04 ITC-01 TRSE-00 USIA-15 PRS-01 SP-02 OMB-Ol 
OPR-02 /111 W 

180242 082637/14 

R 171605Z FEB 77 
FM AMEMBASSY BUENOS AIRES 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9149 
INFO USMISSION GENEVA 

UNCLAS BUENOS AIRES 1304 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRD, AR 

SUBJECT: ARGENTINE REGULATIONS ON WHISKEY IMPORTS 

REF: STATE 19052 

1 . ARGENTINE REGULATIONS ALLOW THE IMPORTATION OF 
ALL KINDS OF WHISKEY AND SINGLE MALT, PROVIDING DUTIES 
ARE PAID. DISTILLERY PROOF US BOURBON WHISKEY MAY 
ALSO BE IMPORTED UPON PAYMENT OF DUTY. NO DISTINCTION 
IS MADE BY CUSTOMS BETWEEN THE IMPORTATION OF WHISKEY 
IN BULK TO BE REDUCED TO A POTABLE PROOF BY MIXING WITH 
DISTILLATE WATER AND THE IMPORTATION OF DILUTED FORMS 
OF THESE SPIRITS. ALL ARE LEVIED A 95 PERCENT IMPORT 
DUTY. 

2. HOWEVER, SINGLE MALT, AND CONCENTRATED FORMS OF 
OTHER WHISKEYS INCLUDING BOURBON, CAN BE IMPORTED 
AT A 10 PERCENT DUTY RATE WHEN THEY ARE TO BE MIXED 
WITH A LEAST 50 PERCENT LOCALLY PRODUCED ALCOHOL. 

3. ACCORDINGLY, IT DOES NOT SEEM CORRECT TO ARGUE 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 BUENOS 01304 171951Z 

THAT BOURBON QUOTE IS NOT ALLOWED IN BECAUSE IT IS 
NOT BLENDED WITH ARGENTINE ALCOHOL UNQUOTE. EMBASSY 
DOES NOT BELIEVE IT CAN EFFECTIVELY BE ARGUED THAT 
ARGENTINE REGULATIONS SERVE AS A NON-TARIFF BARRIER 
TO US EXPORTS IN THIS CASE. 

4. IN GENRAL, ALL IMPORTS OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES 
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PAY HIGH IMPORT DUTIES. WINE. BEER. VERMOUTH AND 
CIDER PAY A 95 PERCENT IMPORT DUTY, AS WELL. THE 
HIGH DUTIES SERVE TO PROTECT LOCAL INDUSTRY AND TO 
DISCOURAGE THE IMPORTATION OF WHAT ARE CONSIDRED 
"LUXURY" ITEMS. 

5. POST IS AIR POUCHING COPIES OF RELEVANT ARGENTINE 
DECREES (DECREE 2202/66; AND DECREE 

7547/69) AND THE TARIFF SCHEDULE FOR BEVERAGES. 

6. FOR REGULATIONS APPLICABLE TO PARA .2 SEE DECREE 
7547 PUBLISHED IN "ANALES DE LA LEGISLACION ARGENTINA", 
VOLUME XXIX-C, PAGE 2964. THIS PUBLICATION IS RECEIVED 

BY THE STATE LIBRARY AND THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMVERCE 
THOUGH THE CERP PUBLICATION PROGRAM (PUBLICATION NO. 
003). 

CHAPLIN 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: CUSTOMS DUTIES, ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 17-Feb-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977BUENOS01304 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770057-0917 

Format: TEL 

From: BUENOS AIRES 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770233/aaaabdcq.tel 

Line Count: 79 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: aed1a1c5-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EB 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 STATE 19052 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 19-Nov-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3300247 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: ARGENTINE REGULATIONS ON WHISKEY IMPORTS 
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